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Reviews & Praise for Tatae’s Promise 

“This moving and suspenseful book tells the story of Hinda Mondlak, who escaped from Auschwitz 

with her sister. Based on hours of her taped testimony, it describes in rich detail every phase of the 

persecutions she endured—Nazi occupation, the village ghetto, the death journey to Auschwitz, beatings, 

illness, starvation, escape, and then a harrowing flight from Russian troops. Saved occasionally through 

the unexpected kindness of others and always by her own courage, Hinda is vividly alive in this reweaving 

of her memories. A memorable story of resilience and enduring love.” 

─ Betty Sue Flowers, PhD, Professor Emeritus UT-Austin, former Director, Johnson Presidential Library,  

Editor, Joseph Campbell and the Power of Myth 

 

“A moving work …readers will admire Hinda’s devotion to her family and her determination to resist her 

Nazi captors as they attempt to dehumanize her. There’s also a remarkable love story at the heart of 

this novel—a relationship that will surprise and delight readers for its ability to withstand the most terrible 

of circumstances…” 

─Kirkus Reviews 

 

As a student of the Holocaust and one who interviewed Holocaust survivors for Steven Spielberg's 

Survivors of the Shoah History Foundation, I thought I had heard it all. Now, I know I was wrong. This 

is not your ordinary Holocaust story. Do yourself a favor. Find out for yourself.” 

 “The challenge you will have, as I did as I read it, is putting the book down. I just had to know what 

was going to happen next! Sherry Maysonave and Moises Goldman weave the stories of four 

main characters, each a separate piece of cloth, into a warm, beautiful quilt that seemed unthinkable to 

construct. Each story comes to life from the combination of the recorded oral history of the main character, 

Hinda Mondlak, and the engaging writing style of the authors.  

─ Mike O’Krent, Founder and CEO, LifeStories Alive, LLC , Holocaust Survivors Interviewer for Steven 

Spielberg's Survivors of the Shoah History Foundation 

 

“With its added value of emotional and atmospheric richness, Tatae’s Promise is a ‘must have’ 

acquisition for any library looking at high-quality fiction and nonfiction accounts of Polish Jewish history, 

concentration camp experience, and the power of survival. These explorations will also attract book 

clubs interested in selecting and contrasting a few quality titles on all these subjects, powered by an oral 

history that comes to life through solid literary excellence and collaborative determination. 

─Midwest Book Review 

 

“Hinda Mondlak’s story is nothing short of extraordinary.  To survive the selections in Auschwitz, 

followed by more than two years of brutal incarceration in this infamous factory of death, and then to… 

successfully escape… is a testament to the truly remarkable spirt of Hinda Mondlak.”  

─ Eli Rubenstein, Religious Leader, Congregation Habonim Toronto 

National Director, March of the Living Canada; Director, International March of the Living 

Appointed to the “Order of Canada” by The Governor General of Canada 
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“Reading Tatae’s Promise was a captivating and a perspective altering experience for me. The authors 

skillfully wove together several personal, historical, psychological, medical, political, cultural, and religious 

threads into a meaningful whole. This book should be on every recommended reading list. 

─Dr. John Horn, Former Superintendent (Retired) Mesquite Independent School District, Mesquite, Texas 

 

The book is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit and the power of love - and the will to 

live to heal even the deepest wounds. Hinda's charismatic and relatable figure will resonate with readers 

from all backgrounds as she relentlessly struggles to preserve her faith and fulfill her father's promise: You 

will live; You will tell.” 

─ Philip Klein, DMD, Chairman and President of the Board, Viva Learning, LLC  

 

Author team Sherry Maysonave and Moises J. Goldman weave together personal, historical, psychological, 
and cultural threads to create a narrative that transcends its historical context and offers a poignant 
and perspective-altering experience. The emotional richness of Hinda's story is complemented by the 
atmospheric detail that brings each phase of her ordeal to life. There’s a delicate balance in the storytelling 
to show how truly grim and harrowing these life experiences were, but also never to overwhelm the reader 
too much.  

I was deeply moved by the close narrative style, allowing us an intimate portrayal of gathering strength and 
maintaining hope. The book not only pays tribute to the resilience of people under immense pressure and 
persecution but also serves as a crucial testimony to one of the darkest periods in human history. Overall… 
a compelling read that leaves a lasting impact, urging readers to remember and reflect on the strength 
of the human will to survive and tell the stories of those who endured unthinkable suffering. 

─ K.C. Finn, Readers’ Favorite 5-star review 

 

The book is written in an extraordinary and sensitive way. Salomon Mondlak, father of Hinda, asked 
Hinda to promise him that she would be both mother and father to her younger sisters... He promised her 
that she would survive and tell about the family’s tragic fate.  

During all my life, I was exposed to the Holocaust horrors with ongoing descriptions and testimonials. Every 
year, Israel honors Holocaust Memorial Day with a shutdown. The media tunes up to listen to testimonies 
of survivors. Every year each testimony is carefully selected and transmitted. I expose myself to them year 
after year. BUT NOTHING compares to Hinda’s testimony in this book.  

─ Victor Yagoda, Deputy Director General, United Israel Appeal of Canada, Israel Office, Retired 
 

“Tatae’s Promise grips your soul from page one, telling the harrowing true-life story of the Mondlak 

family’s unimaginable suffering under the depraved Nazi regime… This stark and riveting account of young 

Hinda Mondlak’s unyielding determination to survive and ultimately escape Auschwitz with her younger 

sister… is by turns gut-wrenching, heartbreaking, and inspiring.  

It’s relevance today is more than historical as my recent visit to Rwanda’s genocide museum makes 

poignantly clear. More than three-quarters of a century after Hinda’s escape, millions of living people suffer 

under the repugnant brutalities of dictatorships, wars, ethnic cleansing, and hate-mongering. We must not 

avert our eyes from inhumanity, and we must never shrink from our obligation to tell.” 

─ John E. Shephard. Jr., Retired Senior Executive, Northrop Grumman and ITT-Exelis, U.S. Army Gulf 

War Veteran  
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“In this great book, Tatae’s Promise, Hinda Mondlak has three goals that she must accomplish, at 

all costs, and she does it with tremendous determination and resilience… she was one of only 200 people, 

out of millions, who successfully escaped Auschwitz.  

Hinda’s… understands that if she does not fulfill her father’s wish, she not only would fail him, but she would 

also fail humankind, by depriving all of us of knowing the terrible reality and incredible persecution that she 

endured because one fellow human can cause such on another fellow human for no reason other than they 

believe that there are superior and inferior races, and that handicapped people don’t have the right to live.  

This book should be read by anyone who wants to grasp the unfathomable suffering that Hitler and his 

followers intentionally caused; but most importantly, it should be read by the people who, in spite of massive 

evidence, still have the audacity to deny that the Holocaust occurred.”  

─ Dr. Arturo Constantiner Sourasky, Board of Governors, Tel Aviv University and Tel-Aviv Sourasky 

Medical Center 

 

“A page turner, this book would not let me go. I could not put it down. I’ve read many Holocaust 

survival stories, and none can rival Tatae’s Promise. It is engaging and beautifully written, even amidst the 

horror. At times, I was aghast and heartbroken, but, in the end, I felt incredibly inspired.” 

─ Carla Meaux, Retired Insurance Executive 

 

“How does one live by the fifth commandment and honor one's mother?  This accounting…brings 

Hinda Mondlak's life to each of us as an offering of love. This recounting is at turns, tender, defiant, 

staggering, and hopeful… What sacrifices do our parents make for us so that we can live?  Let us not forget, 

so we can know our parents as heroes.  Tatae's Promise is a tribute that penetrates our heart 

deeply.  Let us learn this story and teach it to our own children.”      

─ Neil F. Blumofe, Senior Rabbi, Congregation Agudas Achim, Austin, Texas 

 

“This powerful, page-turning book is the story about man’s capacity for evil and the triumph of the 

human spirit to endure and survive. Based on the true lives of the Goldman’s parents and their journeys 

through the ghettos of Poland and the Nazi concentration camps of Auschwitz and Buchenwald, Tatae’s 

Promise is their gripping story of faith, family and tenacity which guides them through the inhumanity of the 

camps, their daring escape, and their paths to freedom.” 

─ Wheeler Chapman, President, Chapman Financial Group 

 

“The exploration of one's roots offers the opportunity to not only identify relatives, but to understand the 

context in which they lived. We are gratified to see researchers such as Dr. Moises Goldman recording 

their family stories [Tatae’s Promise] that can be accessible for future generations, and which can serve as 

a template for other Jewish genealogists to follow.” 

─ Jack Kliger, President & CEO, and Mr. Avraham Groll, Vice President of JewishGen, Museum of Jewish 

Heritage—A Living Memorial to the Holocaust 
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Life takes many turns.  A young Jewish girl… about to turn 16 years old, lived a happy family life before the 

war… This historical fiction story is told in such a manner that the reader just can’t put the book down. I 

spent many evenings reading until 2 a.m. Truly a remarkable read. A 10 on a scale of 1-10! 

─ Lois Reiswig, President Maui Arts League, Retired IBM Executive 

 

“A masterpiece. The detailed information captured about the characters, especially Hinda, makes her, the 

other characters, and events very Real & Believable.  We can never learn too much about the impact on 

the millions of lives systematically Murdered during the Holocaust.” 

─ Wade Monroe, Retired Committee Member, Austin Jewish Foundation, Shalon Austin; Retired CFO, 

Trilogy Software 

 
 

“Incredible, Powerful and absolutely Gripping Read… 

Tatae’s Promise… and Hinda’s story, provided every single emotion imaginable, from gut wrenching 

disbelief to awe and wonder. The level of detail from Sherry and Moises in recounting Hinda and her 

families unimaginable story is something that *must* be read.  

It is a reminder of the incredible power of the human spirit, and the ability to literally defy all odds when you 

have the unwavering belief in a Promise Made. Highly recommended to not only read, but 

experience. One of the best books that I have read – in my life.” 

—Andrew Tull, Partner, Tailwind Ventures 

 

 

 
“Every time I read a story about the Holocaust, and I’ve read many in my time, I am always deeply moved 

and astounded at the courage and determination of not just the survivors but all subjected to such horrific 

and evil abuse. Tatae’s Promise is an incredibly powerful recounting of Hinda's and Rachel’s time 

from their happy life pre-war, through the ghetto existence, their horrific time in Auschwitz, their 

amazing escape, the harrowing journey to freedom, and finally the joy of reunification with her elder 

brothers and their new life of freedom in Mexico City.” 

— Readers’ Favorite 5-Star Review by Grant Leishman 

 

 

Tatae’s Promise ISBN:  

• Hardcover:   978-1959096948 

• Paperback:  978-1959096962   

• Special Edition:  978-1959096955 

• eBook (ASIN):  B0CFBWMNJ7 and BN ID 2940166093202  

• Audiobook:  Available 2024 

For more information: 

www.SherryMaysonave.com and www.TataesPromise.com  

SteveMaysonave@gmail.com  +1.919.931.9991  
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http://www.tataespromise.com/
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